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What is a “Literature Review”? 

• “…a literature review surveys 
scientific articles, books, 

journals, dissertations and 

other sources relevant to a 

particular issue, area of 

research, or theory, providing 

a description, summary, and 

critical evaluation of each 

work.” 



 

 

 

1. PURPOSE 
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a. Brings clarity and focus to your 

research problem 

» Helps you understanding 

the subject 

 

» Helps you to conceptualize 

your research problem 

 

» Helps identifying 

relationships with existing 

body of knowledge 
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b. Broadens your knowledge 

base in your research area 

» Current state of 

knowledge  
 

» where the gaps are 
 

» Current trends and 

debates 
 

» Hot topics 
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c. Contextualize your findings 

» How your results fit into 

the existing body of 

knowledge 

 

» How your results differ 

from others 

 

» Avoid duplication 

7 



d. Improve your methods 

» How the others have 

approached the problem 

 

» Which methods others 

have used and faced 

difficulties 

 

» Identify new ways to 

interpret 
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2. THE REVIEW PROCESS 
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Literature Review as a Process 



1. LISTING 

• Which topic or field is being 

examined? 
 

• What questions need to be 

answered before you conduct 

your study? 
 

• What are its component 

issues? 
 

 Identify a set of key words 

 



2. SEARCH 

Find materials relevant to 

the subject being explored. 

� Use key words to 

search library/data 

bases. 

� Select 40 - 50 articles  

related to topic to give 

you a first view of topic. 

 



3. LEARN 

Determining which literature 

makes a significant 

contribution to the topic.  

� Look at the abstracts. 

� Skim through the articles. 

� Identify the useful literature. 

� Begin designing the 

literature map. 
 

 



3. LEARN…... 

� Identify literature contradictions. 

� Identify literature agreements. 

� Identify gaps in literature. 

� Establish your position.  

� Draft summaries of most relevant articles. 

� Arrange the literature thematically. 

� Develop a literature map. 

� Abstract the studies. 

� Give a summary of major themes, identifying areas that 

need further research. 
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4. WRITE 



3. SOURCES OF LITERATURE 
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Books 

  
 

• a good starting point from which to find 
explore further more detailed and up-to-
date sources of information.  
 

• Tend to be less up-to-date, as it takes 
longer for a book to be published than for a 
journal article.  

 

 



13 

Journal articles 

 

These are good sources:  
 

• Peer reviewed. 

• up-to-date information.  

• relatively concise.  

• up-to-date format for research. 
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Conference proceedings 

 

• Provide the latest research (research that 

has not been published).  

 

• Helpful in providing information about people 

in different research areas, and so can be 

helpful in tracking down other work by the 

same researchers.  
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Government/corporate reports 

 

• Their published findings can provide 

a useful source of information: 

Statistics 

Priority areas  
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Sources of Literature (cont.) 

Theses and dissertations 
 

Useful sources of information: 

 Formats 

Guidance on scope 

 

Disadvantage: 

  

 the student research may not be an experienced 
researcher and therefore you might have to treat 
their findings with more caution than published 
research.  



ONLINE SOURCES 

 Technica

l societies 

 

 



ONLINE SOURCES 

Google 

scholar 



Writing a literature review 
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Three components of literature review 

section 

 

 The introduction 

 The body 

 The conclusion 
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Writing the Introduction 

 
»Define or identify the general topic, issue, 

or area of concern, thus providing an 
appropriate context for reviewing the 
literature.  
 

»Point out overall trends in what has been 
published about the topic; or conflicts in 
theory, methodology, evidence, and 
conclusions; or gaps in research 

 
»Establish the writer's reason (point of view) 

for reviewing the literature; explain the 
criteria to be used in analyzing and 
comparing literature 
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Writing the Body 

 

Group research studies and other types 

of literature according to common 

denominators such as: 

  qualitative versus quantitative 

approaches 

  conclusions of authors,  

 specific purpose or objective, etc.  

Summarize & synthesize individual 

studies  

Make comparisons and analyses.  
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Writing the Conclusion 

 

» Summarize major contributions of 
significant studies to the body of 
knowledge under review.  
 

» Evaluate the current "state of the art" 
pointing out: 
–  major methodological flaws or gaps 

in research, 
– inconsistencies in theory and 

findings,  
– and areas or issues pertinent to 

future study.  
 

» Conclude by showing why it is important 
to conduct your study, or what your main 
questions are (rationale)  



REFERENCING STYLES 
» There are several referencing styles available 

Examples:  

– Harvard style - 

http://webhost.bridgew.edu/ebrush/CH135%2

0PDF/Lit%20Cited%20Guide.pdf  

– http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/tutorials/citing

/harvard.html  

– Chicago style - 

http://library.osu.edu/sites/guides/chicagogd.

php  

» A collection of styles and other materials - 

http://lib.jcu.edu/page/14774 

http://www.library.american.edu/subject/citation.

html  

» http://www.newcastle.edu.au/service/library/guid

es/referencing.html  

» Conferences and journals usually provide their 

own style.  



THE END 


